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The Treatment of Dupuytren’s Contracture

by Partial Fasciectomy

O0’u. .Ot.A’IN .\. F’tom:EFIOF’u:uo, 01.tO.�’, (�1�o�:\’F:1�.%No), .�Nt) JoSEPH 01. .‘4TtOOXO;, M.t).t,

F:LYH0A, (OHIO

/oon, (ho’ I)it’oso,o (Of �o’(1oopeilie Soti’��er�j, I1’e.s’h’,’,o /o’(’S(’l’O’e I ‘to iO’(’r.’tit!/ 8(10001 (If ,l!(’(Ij(’iFO(’, 0 (‘I(’rooFos

. 1 /imo0 n! ‘Io’oiloo,o J105’/)O/(I/ (1,0(1 J1’iii/o I�i,o(1 I ‘lea’ J’fOS/)iI(II, ( ‘Ieo’eIun(/, 010(1 Llyrioi ,O/’(’1100ria! hospital.

Ll!/11(1

‘T’Itt’ l)oum’I)tOs(’ tof I-his pt’es(’titatiooti is too descoihe to c(otuservtotive oopet’toti\’e pu’oo-

t’(’ObOtt’(’ \t’IOi(’bO n-c botove used siost’e I 952 to cort’etI. the defornoities of I)upooytremt’s

t’oomitm’too’tuit’e. l”iftv’somse htoouds bitoo’e b)(’emt thseo’ved hefoue totud tofter surgictob (‘tot’u’eetitotu

to!� olt’!oom’tooitit’s of \‘tosyimsg sc’\’etity. Suo’giotoi cott’ectioois has heetu Oeset’V(’d foot’ htuutds

w’itbi limtoittot�otuof’ fimoget’iootlioms. Ito oooseptotiesul �vith suornial fiougeu nototitomu.ptoioufiil

O500(ltIIt’s to!’ clisetoseci ftoso’ito ooeoe uenotoved.

1”oot’ to 1’(’\’lt”oV tof the histom’v, pouthoogemuesis, ptolhobogy, noethods of tt’etotnoetst, tosscl

O’(’sOilts, tbit�’ ut’to(l(’r is t’efet’O(’(l too the toutsttomsditog w’orks oto Diopuytreou’s (‘oosstt’tooture

by Hooves, Buososell, (1otswtoy, 1)upuytu’emi, Icaootoveb, Luck � )oltosots, \Ievercliosg,

tomiol Skooog. Iluere is togre(’ttot’ttt ooioooomig those nocost- experietoced its t-boe ti’etotmnemot- tof

I)oupotvtu-cmu’s t’ototttoct-ure that th� tootost effective ntttoek is surgictol. There is, how’-

(‘\‘(9’, s000fle dis:ogr(’eouettt as to the (ht)ice tof techttitjue. Ito gemiertol, there too-c thm’ee

m’eo’togmsized types oof opertotitoot. The itoost cootservtotive forno is suhcutnuleo)us foosci-

tottoiiov willo tot’ w’ithtut (‘XClSloOOi of disetosed fooscito tot- I-he base of the fiooger. ‘floe noost

t’xto’mssivt’ b)m’oce(lure is ��‘hat botos heems coolled radical foosciectonoy, iou w’hich toll ptulnotor

!tOs(’ito, tobomsg with tlu’ \‘emti(’tol septto w’hich ptoss to I-he preosseous fooscito touid the

bototools extc’iuolitug ituto tboe fiutget’s, is excised. Poortitol foosciecttonoy ot. (‘XCisioOtO oof (005ly

tlt(’ olis(’ttst’(l toO’ (t)titttOct(,(i l)tobn00001 ftoscito is noiteh less ext-eotsive thtutu t’to(lietob (‘XCisitoit

lout tolloow’s 011000-c todeo�utote exCisioui totod coi’t’ectioti of the deftoonoit�’ thtoms catu toe

(obOtooiiit’(l l�’ 500l)elltt000e0010s ftosciototoov.

Sub ot’oot to mmeous ftosciotoioov 0000(1 poortitob foosciectonoy w’eo’e otsed in I he t m’etottooemst

tof I)upoovtt’t’mm’s (oittrtoct000’e ill the osioteteesuth (‘eIOIuI’y � 5,9,02 1�ectuuse of po’tsgress imi

tim i(’st bsc’sito ttmi(l sumgictol t echmuioiue, ti1t)�(� extetusive surgictob t-reoot tooenl l)ectotloe p001)11-

loom’ sto thtot, (bomm’imsg hoc ptost tw’etoty-five years, radicoob ftosciecl-ooioy hoos beemt the lotoost-

\t’io Io’lv t’(’t’t oooumooemtded t m’t’tottoietot ftor 1)upooytteoo’s cttut ract.ure.

1’;xo�(’ll(’moI t’(’sllbts tOt(’ fu’eoiueostlv ooht-toitied ho’ this ntethtod, hut. bectouse of tIo(’

oo’iole olisst’et looms mseoessoory, set’itus couoopbictot lotus Ieood It) OCCHF fl0000t’ 0 ft (‘00 thtois

wit It less o’xtt’misi�’e slos’gery. Ittfectiooot, hetootutootooto, skiut sbtougbo, utod lintit-totiots tof

fimigem’ 000ootioooi tot’(-tositomotollv folboow’ u’todictol foosciectonoy, t000(l totsy tof tbOt’i’i(’ booty lit’ to

(‘totttstt’001)10t’. ‘l’bo(’t’(’f(Ot’(’, less (‘Xtt.’ltsi\’t’ suigu��tul otoethods Ito correct- the olefoom’mooities of

1)ttpoovtm’emo’s coooutt’tuclum’e tot-c desioool)Ie provi(led that sootisftoctou’y results coomu he

oohotomiuso’cl,

Loick t’t’(’t’Oit lV u’t’vi�’t’d imuterest iii I he cotusr’o�’tuI ive ttp1)m’(OtO(’h tvi tb lois t(’(’htsio flit’

tot’ 5111)tOIttOtO(’ootls !tOsCi(Ot001tOV i3,14,D lie noadoi� toot imsteitsive stu(IV of Iboc’ j)tothoogeus(’sis

to!’ 1)otpuvtm’cms’s coooolioto’ttio’e tutt(I u�ported the u’esiilts of 206 htouuds tu’etoted by tbtis

nuc’tbuod. lit’ (‘ItoI)botOsiZc’(i t-bottt- goootd tc’stolts (‘toot he tobol-tuitieci boy sub)(’utoomoc’oou.s ftoso’i-

� :3100 1 Ino’looosoh I Onio’c’, (‘levo’Iooutol 22, 0 )hsio.

t 4010 Eotsi Avo’osmoo’, Elvnioo. 0 )isitm.
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O)t(Oflt\’ tt’iti’i to \‘(‘O’V loto’ iot(’itlt’osce of conoplictotioiss oouid w’ilh decidedly l(’SS sti’t’ss too

th(’ I)tttiemit tofl(l suu’g(’toos.

Iltotulios � ‘ � tomid I luesloos o’(’po)rted on their expetiemucei w’ilh pto-t’Iitol fooscieo’t o omtuv

ut ibizimig btotgit utlitsttb lIi(’lSl00055 tov(’rlyimug disease(1 aretos totud extetoditig ft’oooo tltt’ l)ttSC

to!’ t.ltt� i)t01t00 to the fimiget’s. ‘I’Iteii’ tt’siilts �t’ere gtotod tottd cotooplictoliomis ovo’m.o’ m’(’obooo’o’tl

(‘tOmili)oot’o’(I to’itbo tbtos(’ follow’iuug rto(li(’Lol ftosciectonoy.

\\‘t,’ lOtO\’(’ ooso’cl to sioooiltor otoetitod of excisioto of the clisetosed ptolitotoi’ fooseito oluo’imog

flit’ 1)ttst. iulii(’ yt’tLO’5. Iluu’oough noultiple, shtu-t, btootgitucliuttob iotcisioous iou the ptobosu toos(1

o’oomovt’ott ioomstob fimiger Iti(’isiotis, t’xct’llesot exptosure tof the (lisetosed toitd comttrooctetl !‘tost’ito

is oolotooiuot’oI.Umotlt’o’uotimsiougto!’skims totod (lisseclio)outof tissues tot-ckept. to to mimoiniotoot.

Fia. 1

Fig. 1 , . 1 : A tvimio’otl olo’fonosoilv of I )oupoos’treio’s conttrooct.ure iotvolvimog tioc nimog fitogo’n.
Fig. I , J�: I’�X1)05(O1’t( oof t-igbot- fooso’iool bootoids cano he obtaiosc’d through short lonogitoochiosool itoo’isiootos

ito tboo h000llit ooood to osoio!-looto’nool iooo’isiooum out the proxinoool segnoent of tho’ finoger. .\. Z-shoopeol tsr cobohiqooc
imio’.isiosuo, chenocomistnooto’oh (010 Ibme lonig uiosger, coolu be ooso’oi its 1)lttt’e of thse noith-laterool iuscisioouo.

Fig. 1 , C: I)iseaso’tl fooso’ioo is tosutnot’leo! l)etleolth bridges of skioo from tioc l)roxi00000l tvoooiooh touohil
it comb ho’ brootogiot. imotoo thmc’ oooicl-loolo’nool finmger ovouttol.

Excisitoto tof thc’ (!is(’tos(’d fooscito is ooeconopbished �vit-h o’eltotio-’e ease utoclt’i’ olii’t’�t

\‘isiOti ; ttms(1 (Itousgel’ to t.d’tsd(otis, tuei’ves, aisd vessels is less thtomo with suhcuttomic’ooots

ftoscio sItonoy’. ‘Floe r(’sult s have beeot characterized by stot isfooctory correct iou tom0(1

ool)seost’o’ to!’sigmtifietomutct�itipbictttitoiss.

Technique

‘I’lto’ I)tol000 is foist I)ttlPtOt(’tl with the fiuugets exteltd(’oI to the iootoximuioi. \\‘but’mo

I his is ott ta’, todist’rct e !‘ooso’ial I )totsd cooti usually be felt exteuoditsg from t he I )tOSt’ to!’ tiut’
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1)tll00� too etl(’h imi\’t)b\’(’(l fiouger. l)uo’imug foosciectonoy, it has beemi observed tbotot these
I)liti(ik’s tO1’(� usiotolly scptoo’tot-e on’ totoly loosely attoocboed to todjtocent I)ttmtds bo’ tt’totss-

\‘ti’t’S(’ tot- t)bbiqoo(’ fibers its I-he (listool p(Or’ti(Ofl of the ptolm. Excision (of disetosed fttscito ye-

stilts its mtoo’ked impm’oovenoetot of pte-existimtg fituger ctonl-rtoclures.

\\‘i t Ii to �)mscuioottt IC It 0110.liit hotel- toppbieci 1(0 the toono, to hottgit udimstob ii icisit ots , o omse

too twoo o’etstitooetei’s looug, is 000to(Ie tot the btose of I-he paInt. Wit-h shtorp dissectitoms, the

I)otSO’ t o�’ hoe l)ttb100ttl’ fooscito is eXpt0se’d. aosd fieed front surtoosmsdioog tissu(’s. ‘fhioouglo

this ioit’isioos, the fooseitol 1)1005(15 t(O each fiosgei toi’e vistitobized. ( )oue ot’ nooom’t’ looigitudimstub

itstisitooss 011.0’ tlocmi tootttlt’ to\’(’ulyiosg etoch tiglot fibtous buoodle disttol too the fimst imsoisioms,

(‘0000.’ beimug tookcms 05(01 I to (l’ooSS flexitonu (t’ettses at oight totsgles. lot etoo’h imseisitoms , the

1”ua. 2-A Fn;. 2-13

i”ig. 2-:� : ( ‘otso’ 2:3. Pbooloogtooplos slooooo’ I Ito’ oio’gn’t’o’ of o!o’foonlooihv tsm’iosn los i000nt iool foost’io’o’t 0 omssv, o’vo’ms

h boootigbo n’ooolh’ool foost’ito’h tmnoio’s imootl Imt’o’no 1)n(’vio)ooslY 1)el’fosnnoo’d.

Fig. 2- 13 : PIstol omgt’oo� mIss ns0000!t’ scoots hoo�’s oft on’ oolmen’oot itoh ouo I too’ tight onto I oouso’ notomit Ii sf101’ oopo’noo-

I ioots 0 010 I Iso’ loft sbsooov o’xo’o’llo’nst o’osnn’o’t’I i0005.

Oc,titO’ttctt’(l f’toscioo is fm’t’cd fi’oooo suro’touisdioug sto’otctuoes. A. niid-lootc’t’tol imseisitoms is I ioemu

t’o’ototlt’ (ott tltc po’toxioooool segttoettl of each imovolveci fittget’, tomid I-he ftoscioo is t’xptosetl.

‘Fist’ fibo’totos I)uosdlt’ too etocbo c000stoto(’tedl fiougeo is se�’ered tot the btos(’ oof tbut’ ptoitn,

t’toisctl, 0015(1 f’o’c’cd fo’ono the uosdet’lyimsg tissues. \Vheou eoocio fooscitol botootd is (‘lt’\’totetl,

tltc’ \‘(‘sScls ttmtd tier\’(’s ttt(’ (‘lt’tOO’lV \‘istttolize(l. A.fteo’ frecitog the fttscito iou the pi’ooxioootol

w’olimi(I, hoc clisctosc’ol tissue is 100(oloilized i)etteath the bridge of skims t005(1 pttsioed ioutoo

t Itc w’toumscl joist clisttol. lIeie hoc’ (hsetosed fascito is agtoimu sepoortoted frotot the soio-

m’ooums(hmsg st tout-usc’s. ‘I’lois pmooc(’dul’(’ is t’epeated ututil the fascitol I)tOtsdl loots i)(’d’li

ioi’ootight ititto the fiosget’ w’00110t(1. ‘Fhe tooost- distool toltoochnoicout of tboe b)ttmi(I is Iht’ms

st’vo’ot’ol . ImistctO(1 oof’ usiosg noicl-ltotertol iosoisiooos, it is soonoetinoes tO(1\’ttmitttgt’tous tt lose

omboliohuc too’ t’�’emt Z-sbotoped ioucisiomss (015 the palnotor aspect of the prtoxinotoi segonemut of

tiit�’ fimsgeos. \Vhets nooooo’e thtoot tout’ fioogei’ is cttstrtocted, noubtipbc’ boosgitudimotol Ptoboootor

i050’isioomss tootost 1)11’ I0000(le ooveo’lyimsg etoch coottt’tocted fooscitob I)Utt(Ile. Its these situtotiooots,

0000(0 iticisitoos tot the i�ttse tof the ptobno is itsutobly suf’hcieost. In the distoob P001t tof the

�)tol1fl, itl(lsItOttS toveo’lyiosg tloc tigbot btooicls tu’e side by side.
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TIlE JOURNAT� OF BONE AND JOINT S0’RGERY

;\i’l co t’(’Itoto\’tll to!’ tit(’ cootutroocted tissue, theo’e is imnoeditote tootorked iloopt’oovo’tot(’mit

imo o’xto’oosioooo to!’ tiot’ ito\’tOb\’e(l fitsger tor fingers. \Vheot cooutt’toctuoes tore sevo’o’t’ tout!

loooog-st-ooooo!imsg, ii000’c’\’(’O’, cotooplele co)rteclioot is moot- t)l)tttitted tot the tinoe of soio’gt’my,

I)tit !‘oou’titeo’ iootptto�’t’tttt’tut �t’ill ()fteou be (ol)ser\’ed ovet. the sul)seoluetot tooooosths. .\.t-

I lot’ o’o01111)1(1 � oto 0 of t but’ 1)1o)((’dlute, t toe I-o)uttui( 101(1 15 reletosecl, tomid firiot t’tompo’o’ssio sot

tof the \vtoums(!s is oootoiust toitued f’ot five to teoo iooiosules. :\_ftet l)lee(litig is (000tlt’t)llt’OI , tbot’

tt’ootiuools 000.0’ tb oso’ol. ;\. bulks’ eoiooprcssioti dressiosg is applied!, ttti(l the htottd is (‘ld’\’oOt(’t!

ft om’t iso’ fiu’o’ot tw’o’mstv-!’o Otto’ hours. ‘Uhe toveo’age ti000c o’eohuit’e(b to peo’foorno I)tot’titol ftIst’i(’t’-

too�io’ by this uiot’thoool is thirty iotitttttes.

‘Fito’ ptttio’tit (0000 Iocgits toctive exteoosi(stt amid flexi’ts exercisc’s toftet’ aw’ookt’ooiosg

!‘m-souoo oomot’stioco’-oiot. Bo’o’:ooise the w’oumotls ttte hoosgituditutol, skin ediges (10 toot o’it’p:tt’tott’

w’ioo’mo tit(’ tioogo’ms ttlt’ O’Xtemsdt’(!. Ott the dtoy toftes surgery, a sontobi dressitug is oopplit’tl

too t boo’ Itottool 5(0 tlttot exetcises coon be easily (tot’ried oiol . ‘Uhe w’ouoods tote usuttlly

w’o’ll lso’tohcd by so’vo’ms oltoys, totod sutum’es ctotu I-hems b)e t’eioOt)\’(’(I. Ptttiettts to’ho ioo’o’f’too’uuu

ligiot I ttsks ooit it I ioo’i u’ hootods, such as clerks a-oud toflice tvtoi’kers, tore able to o o’o’t toot i

too ovooo’k sc�’o’o’ttl dtovs to!’ter siit’gei’y ltoboi’ers 000t(1 those to’ho use their htottcls fooo’ ito’tovy

w’oom’kmsu:tv iuoovo’too ovotit fonim’w’c’c’ko’o.

h”ig. :3-,-� 0 ( � 2. l5hoo 01 0ogn’oo�)iss slsootv I aol is 100015015 tofto’n soolst’ootootoo’oooos fooso’iost oontio’s pn’iot’ I 0 o I ooon’t iool

fooso’io’o’ I 0 )li0�t’5,

1”ig. 3-13 : ( ‘0 01551 slo’I o’ ox t o’nosioouo to nsc! fIo’xicono of thc’ fimogt’ns n0051’o’ I.hsoous 0)050’ o’o’oon oofto’n’ foost’io’t’I oonstio’s

001,0’ shoootvno.

Results

‘Foohlo’ I soimsonttou’izt’s tito’ oesults ito this s(’ries. ‘Fhe oopeo’totiootus w’ct’c’ pt’o’fooo’otto’ol

!‘o’oonto I I 152 t oo I I )( ‘oI . ‘Ilso’ lt mogest !‘ol low’-up w’oos S0V(’O i yeto t’s ; t tue slot cut cst , o omoe yo’to o’.

Ilu(’ ttvt’o’togt’ lo’msgth of tube thtot the�e patients w’ei’e foollow-eci w’tos tw’oo tOOi(! to bottlf’

y(’ttt’t-t. ( )ost’ 1)001 it’tst o!it’(! tof uoureltoted causes six w’eeks toftet’ oopet’totitoms. 11e is tsot iou-

(lti(bt’O! ito this st’o’ies, lout ltis o’esult w’as good tot the tinoe tof lois (letotit.

‘lise m’esult s its !‘oou’tv-totie oof the fiftv-oiue hoooucls tt’eie t’ltossihecl excc!lc’tit -�-o’o oooo-

1)bt’t 0’ o’xt t’ossit on 0 tO 050 1 Ilo’xitoos oof t ho’ finogen-s w’ith otto ptoims . l”io-t’ hootsols hood go ot a! ic-

stilts I 0 to o 20 do’go’o’o’s boss o!’ (‘XtcOtsi(Oto, or flcxiooo, oI lootbo, tof tioc ttR’ttOo’ott’l) #{176}-

l)b000ltt 0sgeool o 00’ t itt’ j)O’OOXi oootol imuteo’phttbtomigeal joi nls of the its vt olveti fit sg(’u’i, ovi t ii osoo
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0-0 01.. 45-A, No 0. 00, S0-0’T0�#{176}.t uom-:u itooso

l000imo. Iii(’ o’c’soolts its tiut(’(’ bitottds 00’(’i’e t’ttt(’(l ftoir-�-tot least 25 degt’(’(’s il(’XitOtm (toil-

tt’ttt’toim’t’to!’tomic’oo’ 1)00th to!’ the pt’toxitottolfimogei joiosts, but f’oitietion of’ hoe htouiciimuo-

1)00 0\’O’O I I oy ttl)o out 50 I)(’t’ (‘(‘0 it . ‘Fot’t htooods htod I)d)(oO’ m’esttbt s-fum sot ioou no si nopt’o ovo’t I t oo
0�’oot’st’. ,�ll tof hot’ Ittooods iii tiois sO’O’it’o-t w’eo’e intpn’O\’e(! exo’ept tw’oo. ()oue tof these Ittot! to

t’t’(’ti tO’t’t 0O’t’ 0 of ci 15(’oOS(’ (( ‘tost’ :�s) , � msd t be tot Item’ had tot m(‘X(’ellci i t icsttlt oti i t i 1 to b)i’ot(’itittl

I)10’X015 ioojut’v ooooio’ncd ((‘tose 32) . I’’o,-cry ootoumsd healed w’itltoout imtciti(’tit w’itisioo tw’oo
\\‘(‘t’ks. \\‘oouomt! imi!’co’tioms, bseoooootooottto. skits mieet’osis, toost! jooimut stifi’otess dit! ottt ooo’um’.

I oso’xjoltoimscd (‘tl(’tttto Ito to onooiet’tote t’xtemst toccuo’m’ed its Cooses 2 1 otoid 35 : tbois loost (‘01

boo’ otbotsoit tho’o’t’ outtoistlis 0010(1 theis tlisouppetoocd.

I I \‘pO’stit(’sitt totter oopt’t’tol it omu t Ot’(’til”t’(’d imm tw’oo hoot 0(15,00 0 t lie oil mOtt t sidl(’ 0 o! I tie

left lit t l(’ titsgt’m’ ims (�tose (i tOOKI tool the ultitot’ side (of t boo’ left oimsg fissgct’ ioi Cast’ I 0.

Neil Item’ Pool i(’mtt \Vtts oust tubed too’ (!is:tbbcdl ill 000t\’ \VtOV I)V t lois P000’t ito! so’mostom’v It oss.

.�lt itt nigbt t tic lo’msgth of tOl)st’O’VtttitOtt is mitt suffio’it’tst tt o’vtobouoto’ tbte poossiloilit-y

0 of o’o’o’u t’t�o’t 0(’(’, 0 00 0 lv o lt(’ 0o! t be pool it’mit S boots ittt(1 to i’e(’ttO’i’(’tt(’d’ (( ‘tose 3�) ) ii i I toe fit sgo’o’s

t t’t’tot t’o I : t lois tt’as 0’ oro’eo’t t’tl 1)0’ l’tI’p(’tOt pat’t ito! ftoscieo’tt )Ii’lV. I us ( ‘tose (‘0, t it(’ (IiS(’tOs(’ (‘X-

1 cmsth’o 1 t t o tu ito ot loo’m’ J)ot’t it 00 0 0! tlot’ butomod tobotit totue yc000’ toft eu’ Pot tt itol ftoseict’t ootoov, I alt

I itis ovoss o’tosi lv t’xo’isecl . I 0 0 ( ‘toses I 3 0000(1 18, stootill mso)dllibes (lo’v(’lopcd , t’(’pI’est’t mI Ioog

o’xt o’mosio Otis ool diso’tose ; tio(’St’ (li(1 osoot w’tot’t:tmit excisiomm at the t imoto’ tof w’rit-imsg. I t otoust

ho�’ O’t’ot I i z(’oI t boo I o’xt ettsio oms to 0ud mt’cio O’O’(’IuC(’ hot ye i)(’em 5 0 ol)serv(’(l O’(’gtol’dI co’s o of I it c type

to!. sotm’giotol tm’t’totn�t’mst : tht’ ionpoot’ttomst poimst is that tltis cooos toe (‘tosily oletolt with by

loocool t’Xd’lo’lt 000 w’iot’t 0 it iot’toones tit’tessai’y.

l”ig. l-.\. : ( ‘oost’ I 5. l5lsool t ogn’oo�o1os slot tv I lit’ oloft m’msoit�’ I oo’foout’ oopo’u’oot isous.
1”ig, -I- 13 : l�o st 0 po’u’ottio’o’ no’ssolt is o’xco’llo’osl

N o omuc’ 0 of’ 0ho’ w’t oumsois boctolcd w’ilh (‘xe(’ssivc setomrissg. .�etutolly t lt(’ h(’tolo’t! in-

(.isi0000s \\‘t’o’o’ oliflicult too boocooto’ total toll overt’ oosyooo�)tonootttio’.

‘l’iut’ let ogt it t of t lotte o�’ ftiim’(’t! fooo’ botospit tohzto t iomi w’tos t tvo o (boys. I’lc’�’c’oi J)o0 t i(’ii ts

\\‘t’o’t’ lit Ospit tO 1iZt’(l ft ot’ lo otiget’ l)O’rlO ds I)ectooise o�f’ oot her (tOliS(’S. I #{176}ttit i tOosdi ci isool ilitv

\\‘o’t,(’ miii I 0100ttiOit (ltit’iO sg t he itoouuuo’c!ioot e 1)0 ost opct’tot ‘0\‘(‘ peril od . ‘Eho so’ oo’Isoo i)(’t’!o oo’otocol

light I oosks wi t Lu t boc’im’ htomsols met itm’msecl t 0 w’ork sc�’t’o’tol (boys to!’t c’s’ sootgc’oy. I �tol otto’c’o’s

tttitl I isooso’ w’iioo oose tiucim’ haou(lo’o 1000’ hc’tovv w’ooik to’toitecl foouo’ to six ovt’o’ks boo’l’tom’c ot’-

‘0littoimog too �t’oom’k, ( �1oovo’s too l)O’ootc’o’ti\’e �)too1tiimsg imi titc pooloot 5100)0110! lot’ w’oom’moif’ o’ooo’ly

m’t’t lim’u 0 1 0 0 ltt’:t \‘y w’oom’k is tomit it’iptotcd.

.�l I J)001 i(’t ot 5 \\‘t’O’t’ ii ost ruet t’o I to Iot’gims toct ivt’ flexiots tot it! (‘Xt o’oio-#{176}iooms cxt’ttist’s oof

I Iuo’i t’ I i oogo’o’s t iso’ c1oo�’ toft ci’ oopt’m’ttt itoti . ( �t’tit be i�tossit’e st mo�! cioitsg woos sttom’t t’o I toft em’

I (‘0 0 1 t t It omit’! (‘(‘0 i (1000’s tomod (‘0 00 it imitio’oil tolt omig to’it i-i toot i\’(’ t’Xt’toises ii iti(’fiiii I o’Iy. I t is

felt ilsool the !‘ooio’o’c’sults tobtotioseol its (‘toscs 24 ooou(l 31 w’etc tlooo’ to !‘toiloio’c to (000’O’V out

t’xo’t’o’i i-#{176}o’:-;..\, \‘igo 01,0 OtiS t’Nt’t’t’iS(’ 1)00 ogi-tono is 0 of 1 ho’ u t moot st 10001)0 ot’t tottec . l3t’(’attse ot!’ t ite

I 000 1oomo’0 o!’ t lit’ so I m’gic’ooI l)t’t ot’echtm’o’, t’xet(’ist’s (‘tots be Ia’guou itoomoto’cliat (‘by wit ho at t oito ooget’.

Summary

.‘ t’oouoso’m’�’toti�’e moto’titoocl tof ptot’tittl l)toI000001’ f’tosoiectonoty fon’ I )oopuytm’t’oo’s toots-
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tracture thro;ugh multiple, short, longitudinal, palmar skin itocisions atid coot-

veottiotutol fitoger Iluclsl(oOtS has been presented. Thirty-seven patients wit-h fifty�osoe

haouds tretoted l)y this noet-hod duritog the past nine years have been utoder ooi)serva-

t-ioot. l’orty-(omue hamids were classified excellent ; five, good ; three, fair ; and tw’o, pooor-

000C It) SC\’COO years after operatioto.

All htotids except tw’o have been markedly improved atod no serious conoplicto-

t-iotts botove ooecllrre(b. One of the patients with poor result-s had had ton excellemit

reiotll null! to I)rachitol plexus itijury was sustaiioed in the involved extremity. The

prei�ttt series is snotoll tosod a longer observation is necessary, but the described sur-

gicool procedure htos l)eelt follow-ed by rapid wound healing, low morbidity, early

return Ito w’ork, sto sigouificaoit complications, and satisfactory results.
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